Guidelines on How to Include Trade Names in the Manuscript.
1. The General Rule: Common Names First
In the Materials and Methods section, the authors should always start with the active ingredient (common name) rather than the trade name. The trade name is considered supplementary information.
· Correct: "The plants were treated with glyphosate (Roundup®, Monsanto, USA)..."
· Avoid: "The plants were treated with Roundup..."
2. When to Include Trade Names
The authors should include the trade name and manufacturer in the following cases:
· Precision and Reproducibility: Different commercial formulations of the same active ingredient (e.g., different surfactants in a pesticide) can lead to different results.
· Materials and Methods: This is where the authors should include the technical "recipe" of their experiment.
· Standard Formatting: The standard format is: Common Name (Trade Name, Manufacturer, City/Country).
3. When to Avoid Trade Names
· In the Title: Never use trade names in your title unless the study is specifically a comparative analysis of commercial brands.
· In the Abstract: Unless the specific formulation is critical to the results, stick to the active ingredient.
· In the Discussion: Once you have identified the product in the Methods, refer to it by its active ingredient or a generic term (e.g., "the herbicide treatment") throughout the rest of the paper to avoid sounding like an advertisement.
4. Commercial Neutrality
Academic journals are sensitive to commercial bias; refrain from using trade names too frequently to avoid the impression of a product endorsement.
· Symbols: If the trade name is trademarked, the authors need to use the symbol (® or ™) the first time it is mentioned, depending on the journal's style guide.
· Chemical Purity: For fertilizers or pesticides, it is important to list the concentration of the active ingredient (e.g., 480 g/L glyphosate) or the N-P-K ratio rather than the brand name.
Summary Checklist on How to Include Trade Names
	Element
	Action

	First Mention
	Use: Active Ingredient (Trade Name, Manufacturer).

	Subsequent Mention
	Use the Active Ingredient or "the treatment."

	Pesticides
	Always include the concentration of the active ingredient.

	Fertilizers
	Prioritize the chemical composition (e.g., Urea 46%).



